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2024 SUMMER EXPLORER'S CAMP
OPERATIONS GUIDE

This 2024 Summer Camp Operations Guide is provided to you as a

resource. It's important for us to communicate our response to the

COVID-19 pandemic, and share our efforts to care for your child's health

and safety.

Santa Fe Children’s Museum is CDC-compliant and since March 2020 has

made changes to keep you, your family, and our staff safe and healthy.

Some of the new operations include a policy for staff, interns and volunteers

to be vaccinated, being outdoors as much as possible during programs and

camps, adjustments to exhibit availability, upgrades to our HVAC system,

and the purchase of new hospital-grade air purification systems. 

As of February 17, 2022, New Mexico does not require face masks in all

indoor spaces. This policy applies to our guests, staff, and volunteers.

However, everyone may continue to wear a mask to protect themselves and

others from getting COVID-19. If you feel more comfortable with your child

wearing a mask, that is ok! Masks must be provided from home.
 

We will continue to monitor and modify all recommendations to ensure that

all visitors have a comfortable experience at the Santa Fe Children’s Museum.

At the heart of all the policies of SFCM is abiding by the mission to keep all

of your campers and our staff equitable, healthy, and safe.

We remain committed to delivering a fun and educational camp experience

for all!

2

Last Updated : 6/13/24



COVID-19                                                     2

TABLE OF CONTENTS                                   3

REGISTRATION                                            4

CAMP WEEKS                                               5

COMMUNICATION                                      6

COMING AND GOING                                  7

CAMPERS                                                    8

DAILY ACTIVITIES                                        9

FOOD/DRINKS  & CLEANING                        10

POLICIES                                                     11

ACKNOWLEDGMENT & CONSENT                12

TABLE OF CONTENTS

3

PAGE



Registration may be completed online: 

santafechildrensmuseum.org

By phone:
 (505) 989-8359 

or In-person:
1050 Old Pecos Trail at the Museum:

Wednesday – Saturday (10 am – 6 pm)
Sunday (12 pm – 5 pm)

REGISTRATION

Cost: $395 per child

Monday – Friday 

Camp Scholarship Information: 
 amcnulty@santafechildrensmuseum.org 4

Drop Off: 8:45 am – 9 am
Pick-Up:  3 pm – 3:15 pm

Aftercare:
Available daily from 3:15 pm – 5:30 pm

All registered parents will receive a registration link to purchase their Aftercare Session(s).

*All sessions must be pre-paid prior to camp. 
There will be no day-of or in-person transactions available.*



DATES & THEMES
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Week
Week 1 (June 10th – 14th) – Earth Explorers
Blast to the past and dig in deep to learn about the layers of our planet’s history, from
landforms to ancient life. Make crackers quake, volcanoes shake and dinosaurs wake as we
investigate Earth before humans. Create ancient creatures, find fossils, and meet a real-life
archaeologist on this geological journey through time.

 

Week 2 (June 17th – June 21st) – Ocean Explorers 
Leave land behind and discover the depths of the ocean. Paint wild waves, craft aquatic
creatures, build boats to survive a tsunami, and build your own bubble machine! Strengthen
your stewardship of the sea as we snack on seaweed, contemplate currents, ponder pollution,
and uncover layers of underwater life.

Week 3 (June 24th – June 28th) – Space Explorers
Launch into learning with an out-of-this-world adventure to space! Cook s’mores with the
Sun, engineer rockets that fly, and travel all around the universe in the Stargazer
Planetarium. We’ll eat the moon, play gravity games, and make planet bath bombs during
this week-long celestial celebration.

 
Week 4 (July 8th – 12th) – Rainforest Explorers (Theater Camp Week)
Discover your inner critter while exploring the wild world of theater! Craft creature
costumes, make a life-size forest mural, and learn about the wondrous realms of the
rainforest. Put on a final performance on a real stage at the NM Military Museum! Special
guest, children’s theater coach, Abby Cole, joins us for this week of dramatic tales and tails.
 

Week 5 (July 15th – 19th) – Enchanted Explorers
Expand your imagination as we travel to the world of fairies and dragons. Breathe like a
dragon, fashion wings that work, and craft houses for forest friends. Follow fantasy maps to
forage tea, and plant wildflowers with Seed Ball Launchers. Special guest, NM Fairy Hair
comes to sparkle camp.
 

Week 6 (July 22nd-26th) – Superhero Explorers
Adventure into the world of superheroes! Create comics, make action happen, and help save
the world. Construct a course to race a getaway vehicle, shoot objects from the palms of
your hands, and adapt powers from animal origins to be the hero of your own super story.

Week 7 (July 29th – Aug. 2nd)- Lego Explorers 
Let’s go Legos! Unleash your inner engineer as we learn with Legos. Make machines that
move, design your dream house, and get technical with gearbots. Print Lego portraits,
manufacture a minifig, and become a Lego Master, brick by brick.



Communication Prior to Camp

The 2024 Summer Explorers Camp Operations Guide is provided via
santafechildrensmuseum.org and email.

Prior to each week of camp all parents will be contacted and asked
Screening Questions with regards to their camper and to acknowledge that
they have reviewed this Guide and all protocols with their child.

The final page of this guide must be signed and turned in the first day
your child attends camp.

Questions? 

Email: programs@santafechildrensmuseum.org or call (505) 795-3722

Camp Refund Policy

All registrations canceled two weeks or more before the week of the camp
start date will receive a refund minus the $100 deposit. Cancellations one
week or less before the camp start date will NOT be refunded, regardless
of filling the spot.
The same cancellation policy stands for campers on scholarship, however
the non-refundable deposit is reduced.

Contact us at programs@santafechildrensmuseum.org to request a camp
refund.
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Coming and Going

From the Parking Lot ~ DROP-OFF:

Parents will drop off through the main entrance between 8:45 am and 9 am.
Parents must escort their camper into the building and sign them in each day. 
Please, only one adult walking children in for drop-off. 
A delayed start time may be deemed necessary in the event of inclement
weather. If so, families will be notified via email and text. 

At the Museum:
Campers may wear masks, although it is not required. 
Then head to  group to HAVE FUN!
Hand washing and bathroom check will be asked of campers upon entry
Personal belongings and name tags will be handled at our welcome
table... then join your group for fun!

 Pickup Procedure:

Parents will pick up Campers from our Sculpture Garden located in front of
our Museum Office Entrance. 
ID is required upon pickup.
Campers who stay for Aftercare are picked up using the main entrance and
sign out at the front desk.
If Pick-up person changes during the day, please text “first & last name” as it
will show on the person’s ID to the the camp phone #: (505) 795-3722

7



Campers

Campers are required to be ages 5 – 10 
Must be fully potty-trained
Medical and allergy needs must be fully disclosed to staff for
accomodations

Personal Property

Backpacks, lunchboxes, water bottles, hats, etc should all be labeled
with the camper's name. 
Please provide your child with a hat/sunscreen/bug spray, as all
children will be spending time outdoors.
Each pod will share supplies for the week’s activities.
Campers should not touch each other's personal property or bring
anything extra, including toys or electronics, unless absolutely
necessary.  
If your child requires medication while at camp, please speak to the
Camp Director at drop-off. All medications are kept in lock cabinets in
the classroom. SFCM will not administer medications without parent
authorization. 

Good to Know
The Museum will be open to the public during camp, 

     (Wednesday–Friday) although camp has their own private space during  
     all this time

Personal water bottles are highly encouraged - tap water will be
available for refills
For safety reasons, aftercare will be held in one of our classrooms.
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Daily Activities
Campers will have daily private indoor playtime the first hour.
Facilitated STEAM activities will be conducted at designated “Lab” times
throughout the day.
Lunch will be eaten outside. If weather becomes a safety issue, children
will eat in their classrooms, with doors and windows open. 

Outdoor Play (Outdoor Space)
Each day includes a 30-minute morning playtime in our Woods
Outdoor Classroom & Backyard and another 30-45 minute recess
at lunch. Lunch recess will be at the museum (Monday & Tuesday)
the New Mexico Military Museum Mediation and a 30-minute
recess at the New Mexico Military Museum Mediation Garden (next
door on same campus) Wednesday– Friday.

Indoor Play (Museum Floor)
Campers will enjoy a private playtime indoors before the museum
is open to the public. 
Museum exhibit items will be cleaned and sanitized daily.
To minimize camp exposure to public guests, all daytime play
breaks will be outdoors as much as possible.  
Our classrooms are equipped with two mobile Envirco IsoClean CM
HEPA filtration systems, and the Museum's air filtration system has
been upgraded with True Merv9 efficiency air filters to meet
hospital filter efficiency guidelines.

STEM Activities and Art Projects
Each child will receive their own project materials and tools for use
at camp.
Some projects will go home with campers. 
Tools will be disinfected after each use.

Visitors, Guest Speakers, and Presentations
We will be limiting guest presenters and volunteers. Should any be
present, all museum safety protocols will be followed.
Weekly Guest
CCA partnership
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Food and Drinks
Campers will eat outdoors when at all possible.
Drinking from fountains is prohibited. Campers may use the sink
to refill water bottles. Filtered H20 stations are available for
water bottle refills.
Packed lunch and snacks need to be sent with each camper every
day of camp. Please label lunches and any thermos/bottles. 
Campers must bring their own personal water bottles. Please
mark with the camper's name in large letters! 
Water bottles will be available in the gift shop for purchase
($1.50)
Every camper must bring their own lunch and two snacks each
day. Nut-free is preferred. 
Campers will NOT have access to the fridge or microwave during
lunchtime.
Sometimes sweet treats are served during camp. If you prefer that
your child does not have sugar or certain foods please notify
staff.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
A custodial service will complete a full sanitization of the
museum after each camp day.
Cleaning team completion records will be used.
Teaching staff will follow exhibit cleaning procedures throughout
the day.
If an area or object needs attention, we encourage our campers
to notify our staff right away.
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Behavior Policy

Children are expected to behave appropriately. If a child becomes overly
disruptive we will make our best effort to resolve the problem in a positive
manner. If behavior does not improve, the parent/contact will be called to
immediately excuse their child from the program. NO REFUNDS OR CREDITS
WILL BE GRANTED. 

Photo Policy
Upon the registration of camp, all were presented with the following policy:

“I hereby grant the Santa Fe Children’s Museum permission to use my child's
likeness in a video, photograph, or other digital reproduction in any and all of its
publications, including website entries, without payment or any other
consideration. I further give permission to Santa Fe Children’s Museum to share
this image with other print and online media sources for use in any and all of
their publications, including website entries and venues for screening without
payment or other consideration.”   

Registrations that opted out of this release will be respected. If you have any
further questions regarding this policy/permission, please notify Director of
Education Leona Hillary.
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Phone Number

I have read the Santa Fe Children’s Museum 2024 Summer Explorer's Camp Operations

Guide, and have reviewed it with my child. 

I will print and turn in this signed consent form with my child on the first day of camp.

By signing below, I acknowledge that there is a risk that my child will be exposed to

COVID-19 while at camp, and I expressly release SFCM, its officers, directors, employees,

volunteers, agents, licenses, successors and assigns from and for any and all claims,

demands or causes of action which I have, or may have, relating to COVID-19.

Campers who repeatedly do not respect Summer Camp policies will have their

parent/guardian called and may be dismissed from camp.

Acknowledgment 
and Consent Form

If you have further questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us at
programs@santafechildrensmuseum.org

Camper's Name (Print)

Age

Date

Parent/Guardian Name  (Print)

Signature
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