
BIODIVERSITY DETECTIVES

MATERIALS
• Hula Hoop (1 per small group)    • Journals or paper and pencils

PURPOSE
Learners will practice focusing on a small area in order to observe small plants and animals
that might not otherwise have been seen standing up or walking by.

The goal is to teach children how to slow down and focus on smaller plants and animals,
showing them that there are many small things at work in an environment.

For ages 0–8 years old Duration: 30 – 60 minutes

ACTIVITY DETAILS

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Introduction: Have a discussion about what things you might find in your
backyard/environment. 

     What kinds of plants? What kinds of animals? How many different things do you think you 
      can find? 
      A rich mix of species helps nature recover from disasters, purifies water, and keeps air clean.
   2. Say: We are going to be Biodiversity Detectives. What do you think that means? What do detectives do?  
      How do they use their senses to find out information?
   3. Place a hula hoop on the ground in front of you.
   4. In small groups, observe the ground in your hula hoop. Try to find as many plants and  
      animals as you can!
   5. Record them in your field journal, and add notes and other observations.
   6. Repeat in a new environment, then compare and contrast.



TIPS & TRICKS

IDEAS FOR 
EXTENDEND LEARNING

After the game have a short discussion:
How does pollination help the flower? 
What about the bee? How does pollination help the bee?
Explain that the flower gets the pollen it needs to grow
new seeds when the bee visits the flower.
Reiterate that the bee benefits from pollinating the flower
because it gets pollen from the flower to bring back to its
nest and it also drinks sweet nectar to give themselves
energy to do all that fast flying.
Not all pollinators are bees like we were in this game. Ask
the students if they can think of some examples of
pollinators. List some together, and say that there are
many different pollinators in the world - and not all of
them are insects! Show laminated images of pollinators. 

Education lessons brought to you in collaboration with:

No hula hoop? Use a piece of
string tied into a large circle,
or find some sticks and build
a triangle/rectangle.

Working with infants and
toddlers? Sit together to
complete the activity. Narrate
what you see/hear/feel/smell,
and encourage exploration
through touch.
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