
ECOSYSTEM SCAVENGER HUNT

MATERIALS
• Dry erase markers for laminated sheets    • Crayons or pencils for printed paper
 • Laminated sheets (or printed paper) with up to 12 different pictures with the name of
something that can be found in the outside play area - examples include plants, flowers, seeds, 
soil (dirt), insects, and nests (bird, wasp, etc.) 

PURPOSE
Learners will use observational skills to find plants and animals living in a “backyard” type
space.

The goal is to help children and families focus on the fact that nature can “happen”
anywhere.

For ages 0–8 years old Duration: 30 – 60 minutes

ACTIVITY DETAILS

INSTRUCTIONS

1.Have children work together or singly to find items on the scavenger hunt handout. For
younger children, you can show individual images of items, focusing on finding them one at
a time.

2.Have children mark off an item once they have found it.
3.Come back together and talk about what they found, what they didn’t find, if they found

something that wasn’t on the list, or if they were surprised by something they found.

Reminder: Ecosystem Scavenger Hunt can be updated by season to search for items in any
weather/time of year.



TIPS & TRICKS

IDEAS FOR 
EXTENDEND LEARNING

Discussion and Discovery: Talk about the different
materials that nests/homes were made out of. 
Ask: What might eat the plants that were found? 

Activity: Have children make their own ecosystem. What
do they need if they want to invite plants and animals to
live there? Sunlight, water, soil, space? Use magazine cut
outs, printed pictures, natural materials, and whatever else
children want to collect in nature to build their ideal
ecosystem. Then talk about who will live there!

For younger children, focus
on the shapes or colors of
things in nature. For older
children, focus on the “signs”
of animals, chewed leaves, frass
on leaves (bug poop), spider
web, ant hill, etc.

Education lessons brought to you in collaboration with:
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