
INSTRUCTIONS

1.Place one flower on a plate or tray for each child or small group. Give each child a hand lens
and a pair of child-safe tweezers. Explain that flowers are delicate, so we will use gentle hands.

2.Have children hold the flower and examine it with their eyes first. 
     Ask:  What colors do you see?  Does the flower have a smell?  How many petals can you find? What do you 
     notice in the middle? 
  3. Then use the hand lens to look at the flower up close. Talk about how: "Scientists use tools to  
      help them notice things they can't see easily with just their eyes." 
  4. Take off the petals. Help children gently pull or use tweezers to remove the petals one at a time.  
      Place each part on the plate. 
      Ask: Are all the petals the same? What do you notice underneath the petals? Why do you think a flower has 
      petals?
Explain simply: Petals help attract pollinators such as bees and butterflies. Find the stamens. 
Look for the thin stalks with little structures at their tips. These are the stamens. With the hand lens,
examine the tips. 

PARTS OF A POLLINATOR PLANT

MATERIALS
• Real flowers (e.g. lilies)    • Hand lenses    • Tweezers   

• Paper plates or trays  • Blank paper   • Crayons/markers

PURPOSE: 
Learners will dissect/take apart a real flower in order to see all of the parts inside of the flower.

The goal is to show children which parts pollinators collect nectar from and which parts
pollinators collect pollen from. 

For ages 0–8 years old Duration: 30 – 60 minutes

ACTIVITY DETAILS



TIPS & TRICKS IDEAS FOR 
EXTENDEND LEARNING

Draw like a scientist. Have children draw the
flower before and after taking it apart. Invite
them to draw one interesting part they
discovered. They can label their drawings with
words such as petal, pollen, stamen, and pistil.
Questions to explore:

What parts did you find inside the flower?  Which part
surprised you? What did you see through the hand lens that
you couldn't see before?  Why do you think flowers make
pollen?  What animals might visit this flower?  What do you
think would happen if a flower didn't have petals?

For younger children, encourage
them to use their tweezers to
gently move individual parts and
use their hand lenses to look for
details such as:

Tiny hairs
Lines or patterns
Pollen grains
Different textures
Parts that are surprisingly
small

There is no need to identify every
part perfectly - the goal is careful
observation. 

Ask: What do you see on the end?  Is there any powder?  What happens if you gently touch it with a piece of paper?

Explain: The powder is pollen. Pollen helps flowers make seeds.
Find the center. Look for the flower's central structure - the pistil. Have children gently examine it
with their hand lenses. You can introduce the words: Stigma: the sticky top Style: the stalk below it
Ovary: the part at the bottom (For younger children, simply call it the “flower's seed-making part.”)

Reminder: Remind children not to put any part of the flower in their mouths and to wash
their hands afterward. If using lilies, remove the pollen-covered anthers first if children are
likely to touch their faces or clothing. Lily pollen can stain.
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